WORKWISE - A free conference to help 300 recently unemployed re-enter the workplace.  
(Speakers Include: Brian Mc Ivor, Brody Sweeney, Dr. Paul Mooney, President NCI and Cllr. John Ryan Evolve)

 
Workwise is the title of a free conference that has been organised by the training company Evolve, in association with the National College of Ireland (NCI). It has been designed to help people who have been recently made redundant or lost their job to re-enter the workforce. The conference will take place in the NCI on Thursday and Friday 28th and 29th May 2009.
 
The idea is the brainchild of Conor Morris of Evolve who says: “losing your job can result in a loss of one’s confidence and identity and giving people advice on how best to deal with the situation they find themselves in can be crucial to avoiding a spiral towards despair”. 
 
The Workwise conference will be led by top author and trainer Brian McIvor. Brian was a staff member of the International Career and Life Change Workshop run by the legendary Dick Bolles, author of the best selling career planning book What Colour is your Parachute? He will help participants identify new career directions and identify their transferable skills in a session entitled Career Detection: How to find your New Career. On the second day the session entitled: Interview-wise: How to succeed at Job Interviews – will focus on effective job interview techniques. Brian says: "your job in this recession will be to find work. Potential employers will judge you by the way you handle the experience of being laid off." 

John Ryan who is one of Ireland’s top trainers in the area of personal impact will be MC for the two day conference. He will also show participants how to communicate with more success and get their message across. John is also a county councillor in Wicklow and has experience first hand of the pain experienced by constituents who have lost their jobs and don’t know where to turn, “If we can play a small part in giving these people more confidence and equip them with the skills to get back to work our efforts will be worth it”.   

 

Ray McKiernan, stress specialist, will help to equip participants with techniques to handle the stresses that will affect someone who has suddenly lost their job. The People Group, who are one of Ireland’s premier recruitment companies, will tell participants what employers will be looking for from candidates and how some candidates make themselves more employable. 

The conference organisers are delighted that Brody Sweeney owner of O’Briens Sandwich bars will talk about his personal experience highlighting that you may have to take a different direction in you life to succeed. 

The National College of Ireland are providing their facilities for the conference free of charge for the two days. Dr. Paul Mooney, President of NCI says unemployment is the single biggest issue facing the Irish Economy and has hugely negative consequences particularly at a personal for the people affected. According to Mooney: "it is important that everyone who is in a position to help resolves to step up to the bar and do whatever they can and that is why we at the NCI are delighted to support this worthwhile event". 

The Sales Institute of Ireland have also come on board to support this initiative and Director John McCormack says he is happy to assist people defining their own personal value proposition and key differentiators so they can rejoin the workforce as soon as possible.
 
The event is open to people who have lost their jobs in the last 12 months, organisers are expecting high demand for places. They will select 300 people by lottery from those that registers to take part at www.evolve.ie before Wednesday 27th May 2009.
 
For More Information Contact
John Ryan Evolve 087 2585738
 
Editorial Note
For copies of Brian McIvor’s recent books, Career Detection: Finding and Managing Your Career, Be Interview-Wise, and Redundancy - A development opportunity fo r you  please contact Gráinne Killeen PR at 01 454 6654, email grainne@killeencommunications.com or you can pre-veiw them on www.ManagementBriefs.com 
Brody Sweeney founded O’Brien’s Irish Sandwich Bars in 1988 and since opening its first Store, the Company has become one of Ireland’s most visible and successful export brands, with over 300 outlets in Ireland, UK, Spain, Germany, Saudi Arabia, Australia, Singapore, China, Malaysia & Thailand. More recently Brody and O'Brien’s have formed a joint venture with Jay Bourke to franchise his Mediterranean restaurant chain, Cafe Bar Deli.

Brody’s best selling book “Making Bread – the real way to start up and stay up in business” was published in 2006. His second book “Small to Tall – growing your business from it’s entrepreneurial roots”, was published in 2008.
Brody is one of Ireland’s best known entrepreneurs and a popular trainer and speaker in Ireland and the U.K on business, entrepreneurship, leadership, C.S.R., and motivation.

Brody is also a non-executive director of Paddy Power PLC and co-founder of the Irish business charitable foundation, Connect Ethiopia. Aged 48, he lives in Dublin with his wife Lulu, 4 children, a dog, and his 100 year old Galway Hooker (a traditional Irish fishing boat, powered by sail).

Brody will share his experiences with attendees, highlighting what worked for him in the past.  He will also provide advice on how to work through and prosper in the current environment, drawing from his extensive experience.
